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Safety and Security at SCA 

The most important thing we do at SCA is create an environment where students know their value 
and worth in Christ Jesus. We work to create an environment of open dialogue between the 
students and teachers, who know, accept, respect, and love them. Along with that, SCA takes the 
safety and security of our students, families, faculty, staff, and visitors seriously. We take a 
proactive, rather than a reactive, approach to safety. We work hard to balance a welcoming 
environment with the protection and safety of our community. SCA families regularly rate the 
safety of our school as one of their top ratings in school surveys, and our safety audits have shown 
the same results.  

Below is a summary of some of the proactive steps we have taken and continue to take, 
continuous improvements we make regularly, and other areas to keep safety a top priority. 
Because this is a public document, we intentionally do not provide all the internal details related 
to protection to prevent anyone with potential ill-intent to have the information. The list below 
gives our community a broad idea of the directives we have taken and will continue take:  

• SCA is a participant in the Central Arizona School Safety Preparedness Consortium with 
other Phoenix private, charter, and public schools. We have a designated administrator on 
campus who is our Safety Coordinator and partners with this consortium to keep abreast 
of the latest in school safety. 

• SCA’s Safety Coordinator attends the Arizona Safety Preparedness Conference to get the 
latest information on state and national security and safety information. 

• SCA holds regular Safety Committee Meetings, where we continually assess safety and 
proactively look for areas to improve, as is evidenced by the significant improvements 
made in the last several years. This committee includes administration, law enforcement, 
information technology representative, teacher(s), the counseling office, the nurse, and 
other school personnel. 

• SCA invites experts to our campus for safety walks, safety audits, and threat assessments 
on a frequent and regular basis. These have been done in the past with detectives from 
the Phoenix Police, with the Homeland Defense Bureau Threat Mitigation Bureau for site 
vulnerability assessments, and with our insurance company. 

• SCA campus entry gates are locked after drop-off is complete until it is time to prepare for 
pick-up, so that the only points of entry during those times are through the two main 
offices (one for the elementary school, and one for the middle and high school). 

• SCA remodeled the east (elementary) entrance to be consistent with the west (middle and 
high) entrance (only one point of entry into the campus from each office, all visitors must 
sign in and out of the front office and be buzzed in by SCA personnel and receive a visitor’s 
identification.) 

• SCA altered its gated entry at the west entry for the mornings, creating a narrower entry 
allowing for better monitoring and video surveillance. 
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• SCA has approximately 60 cameras on the campus recording motion and activities. SCA 
recently added several additional cameras. 

• SCA administration schedules recurring safety walks of the campus, checking that 
procedures are being followed, and identifying potential improvements that could be 
made. 

• In 2016, SCA began using an armed City of Phoenix Police Officer on campus during school 
hours each day (SSO - Safe Schools Officer) whenever available. We also employ these 
officers for various events. The officers engage with the students, become part of our 
community, and are a visible presence on our campus. They stay aware of local police 
activity around the school. A police car is also visible in a parking area when available. 
Each of the officers we use have experience working in schools and with students. For 
some events we use multiple officers. 

• At the beginning of each year, teachers and staff are trained in safety, including various 
lockdown drill procedures and fire drill procedures. These procedures are practiced 
throughout the year. 

• SCA has a detailed Emergency Response Plan for the various types of emergencies, 
lockdown drills, and evacuation drills. 

• SCA has an internal Business Continuity Plan (BCP) updated annually. 
• SCA has an ongoing relationship with the Paradise Valley Unified School District (“PVUSD”) 

for use of their buses when available in case an evacuation becomes necessary beyond 
the perimeter of the school. We also work with other local transportation vendors for 
times when the PVUSD buses are not available.  

• SCA’s attendance, tardy, and disciplinary processes are also an important part of safety on 
campus. We partner with parents, and request they honor and respect these rules to 
assist us with the safety of our campus.   

• SCA has mandatory drug screening for all new incoming 6th through 12th grade students.  
In addition, SCA conducts ongoing monthly drug screenings. 

• SCA does not tolerate threats to our school. SCA has detailed disciplinary processes for 
any behavior that warrants concern about safety. We have a disciplinary review 
committee for more serious behaviors enabling us to act thoughtfully, swiftly, and 
appropriately. 

• Classrooms are designed for safety, lock from within, and all have evacuation maps, 
notification systems, and window coverings.  In addition, we have brought out advisors for 
our Chemistry lab to ensure a safe environment. 

• SCA has vaping detectors and loud noise detection alarms in various locations on campus. 
• SCA partners with local officers so we are aware of any threats in the neighboring areas.  

As part of this partnership, we have given the Phoenix Police Authority to Arrest on 
campus since we are private property, as well as access to our campus security cameras 
from their police facilities. We also have incorporated KnoxBoxes, another way for 
emergency personnel (police/fire) to have access to our campus. 
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• Members of the safety team at SCA carry 2-way radios used for faster communication 
between the administration and the safety team members. 

• SCA uses the RenWeb Parent Alert System for notification to families in emergency 
situations, allowing us to contact families from any location via text, voice, or email to 
instruct them on procedures in case of an emergency. 

Upcoming additions/updates 

SCA is appreciative of a recent donation that has allowed other important upcoming additions to 
be underwritten, including: 

• Approved addition of a second armed City of Phoenix Police Officer, awaiting availability 
due to officer shortages. 

• Approved installation of an additional layer of protection on all doors that open out to our 
campus (e.g. classroom doors). These door security devices allow employees to barricade 
the door in classrooms, offices, safe rooms, or the like while they “shelter in place” during 
emergencies or lockdown drills. These are being tested in the fall on select doors, and 
once tested, if shown to be effective, will be added to all classroom doors. 

• Approved addition of a new Visitor Management System that assists with screening and 
tracking visitors who enter our school during the academic day. This works in tandem with 
our Student Information System that screens approved visitors, scans driver’s licenses, 
confirms custodial rights as provided, and upgrades visitor badges. 

• New procedures for locking classroom doors during regular classroom instruction at 
instructed times. 
 

Thank you for your partnership with SCA.  We will continue to keep safety a top priority. 


